Nouns: gender 


Nouns are the names of things, whether objects, 
people, or places. Nouns in Arabic, both human and 
non-human, are either masculine or feminine. 
Usually, if a (singular) noun ends in a ta marbuuTa 
(L, pronounced -a), it is feminine, and if it doesn't 


end in a ta marbuuTa, it's masculine. 
cas (beit) i masculine noun 
house 


43.5 (Sa"a) - feminine noun 


apartment 


However, there are exceptions. All of these words 
are feminine, even though they don't end in a ta 
marbuuTa: 


JU (naar) fire 


Lasu (Sama) sky 

TG (arD) land/earth 
(4225 (Sams) sun 

Ca» (riiH) wind 

cre (3ein) eye 

Ju (iid) hand 

C4) (ruuH) soul 


«252. (Harb) war 


Nouns that can refer to both men and women (like 
job titles) can be made feminine with the addition 
of the suffix < (-a). 


Masculine Feminine 
teacher Qu» (mudarris) dis 4a (mudarrisa) 
engineer adiga (mohandis) duuJtige (mohandisa) 
actor fies (mumassil) 4 as (mumassila) 


artist GU (fannaan) 43144 (fannaana) 


Nouns: number 
Dual nouns 


In Arabic, if you're talking about two things, you 
need to use the dual form of the noun. Just add the 
suffix (~ (-ein) to the masculine singular form of 


the noun. 


Singular Dual 
book «JUS (kitaab) casGS (kitaabein) 
window glut (Sibbaak) Slut (Sibbaakein) 


Note: If the singular form ends in a taa marbuuTa ( 
i, -a), you need to "untie it" — change it to a  — 


before adding the ow suffix. Take the word ilaa 
("sentence") as an example: 


ålaa (gomla) 
"Untie" the taa marbuuTa (replace it with a 5): cles 
Add the ¢x suffix: (xile= (gomlatein) - "two sentences" 


Note: While you can use the ¢~ suffix to talk about 
two people, usually it's better to say "c3! (itnein) + 
[plural noun]": 


Singular Dual 
teacher Qui 54s (mudarris) Èru jla gail (itnein mudarrisiin) 


engineer adiga (mohandis) Quadra cil (itnein mohandisiin) 


If you want to talk about a pair of things, like socks 
or shoes, you should use the singular form of the 
noun, and it'll be understood that you're talking 
about a pair. If you want to talk about one item out 
of a pair, say (+ 64,4 (farda min), literally "an 
individual from." 


Bite dese Gidl a5¥ (laazim aSteri gazma gdiida) 

I need to buy a new pair of shoes. - Note that 
although "gazma" technically means "shoe," it's 
understood that you mean a pair of shoes. 


ue o2 Gps 8253 ASY Gre LI (ana miš la'ya farda min 
Saraabi) 

I can't find one of my socks. - Again, note that 
"Saraabi" technically means just "my sock," but it's 
understood to mean a pair. 


Broken plurals 


Most Arabic nouns have broken (irregular) plurals. 
A few examples: 


Singular Plural 
book «JUS (kitaab) iS (kutub) 
child/boy J4l s (walad) JY Í (awlaad) 
sentence ålaa (gomla) Je (gomal) 


With these nouns, you simply have to memorize 
their plural forms until you internalize the broken 
plural patterns. Eventually, once you've memorized 
enough broken plurals, you'll start being able to 
predict the plural forms of new nouns. 


Regular masculine plural 


There are some nouns that have regular (sound) 
plurals. Almost all masculine nouns that have 
regular plurals fall under the category of job titles 
etc. that can refer to either men or a mixed group of 
men and women. To make one of these nouns 
plural, you simply add the suffix co (-11n). 


Singular Plural 
teacher Qui» (mudarris) u ye (mudarrisiin) 
engineer adiga (mohandis) Qs (mohandisiin) 
actor fies (mumassil) Qaa (mumassiliin) 


artist NI (fannaan) cia (fannaaniin) 


Note: In Arabic, plural human nouns that take the 
masculine form can refer to either a group of all 
men, or a group of men and women. So a group of 
CrAuutig could be a bunch of male engineers, or a 


mixed group of male and female engineers. 
Regular feminine plurals 


To make a feminine noun (that doesn't have a 
broken plural form) plural, you drop the taa 


marbuuTa and add the suffix ol (-aat). Many 


foreign loanwords, even some that are masculine, 
take this plural form (see 4uSL& and __yig1105S). 


Singular Plural 
car iue (3arabiyya) cla ye Garabiyyaat) 
word åk (kelma) cLalS (kalimaat) 
clinic Bale (3iyaada) clobe (3iyaadaat) 
jacket &sSLa (Zakitta) cU Sls (Zakittaat) 
computer sS (kombiyuuter) Sl Sga gS (kombiyuuteraat) 


Note: If you want to talk about a group of all 
women, you take the masculine singular form of 
the noun and, again, add the oL suffix. 


Singular Feminine plural 
teacher Qui». (mudarris) La as (mudarrisaat) 
engineer diga (mohandis) oLusige (mohandisaat) 
actor fies (mumassil) oes (mumassilaat) 


artist QU (fannaan) Sll (fannaanaat) 


